
T
oday a popular movement is mak-
ing brash claims about itself. The
movement claims that God is rais-

ing up a huge wave of end times
prophets and apostles who will be instru-
mental in subduing entire nations and
eventually the whole world before Christ
returns. They claim that those of us who
do not submit to this “prophetic-apos-
tolic” movement will be judged or
moved out of the way.1 These apostles
and prophets will be so powerful that
people will be struck dead if they show
up at their meetings with sin in their
lives.2 The new apostles and prophets
will have power over nature itself.3 They
will be a “new breed of man” with reve-
lations, power, and prophetic insight not
seen since Christ Himself was on earth.4

Bill Hamon who makes all these claims
includes himself in this category of a
“new breed” apostle: “In 1994 at CI’s
eighth annual IGOP Conference I
accepted God’s ‘commissioning’ as one
of His new breed of restored last-days
apostles.”5 He claims to have, “one thou-
sand pages of type-written prophecies”
that prophecy that Hamon is an apostle
and prophet.6

The key proof text that underlies
this movement is Ephesians 4:11-13

cited above. In this article we will exam-
ine this passage in its Biblical context to
see if it predicts a new breed of apostles
and prophets who will empower the
church to take dominion over the world
before Christ returns. The passages tells

us that God gave the church apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teach-
ers until we achieve the unity of the faith
and the fulness of the stature of Christ.
The claim that Hamon, C. Peter Wagner
(who wrote the forward to Hamon’s
book) and others are making is that the
church has failed to fulfill this calling
through most of church history because
we have only had the last three of these
ministries. Supposedly we need the
“signs of an apostle” and new revelations
of prophets to finally propel the church
into its glorious state of perfection
before Christ returns. 

THE FOUNDATION AND THE

BUILDING

In interpreting Ephesians 4:11, there is a
question about what Paul means by the
terms “apostles and prophets” in this
passage. The questions are several: are
these authoritarian prophets and apos-
tles who gave us the New Testament rev-
elation, are they apostles and prophets in
a functional sense only, or are they fully
revelatory and authoritative apostles and
prophets who Paul envisions to be con-
tinually raised up throughout church his-
tory. Each of these possibilities needs to
be examined in the context of the Book
of Ephesians and the New Testament.

The best place to start is with what
Paul has said earlier in Ephesians about
apostles and prophets. The first such
mention is in Ephesians 2:19, 20 “So

then you are no longer strangers and aliens,

but you are fellow citizens with the saints,

and are of God’s household, having been built

upon the foundation of the apostles and

prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cor-

ner stone.”  This passage uses a building
analogy that is carried on in Ephesians
4:11-13 where he uses the phrase “build-
ing up.” The word in Ephesians 4:11 is
from the base of the same Greek word
that was used in Ephesians 2:20.  Here
in Ephesians 2 apostles and prophets are
the foundation with Christ being the
cornerstone. 

This passage has several interpretive
issues. The first is: does it mean 1a) “the
foundation that the apostles and
prophets lay,” or 1b) “the foundation
that consists of the apostles and
prophets”? The second issue is, “who are
the prophets here, Old Testament ones,
New Testament ones, or ‘the apostles as
prophets’”? We shall address these ques-
tions one at a time. I believe that Paul
means that Christ as the cornerstone
and the apostles and prophets to whom
Christ gave the New Testament revela-
tion together constitute the foundation.
I will discuss the questions and give evi-
dence for my position.

The reason for the first question is
that the Greek can allow either interpre-
tation, so we need to look at the context
to decide. In Ephesians 2 Paul is primar-
ily concerned with the fact that this one
building consists of both redeemed Jews
and Gentiles. The next mention of apos-
tles and prophets in Ephesians is instruc-
tive: “And by referring to this, when you read

you can understand my insight into the mys-

tery of Christ, which in other generations was

not made known to the sons of men, as it has

now been revealed to His holy apostles and

prophets in the Spirit; to be specific, that the

Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members

of the body, and fellow partakers of the

promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel”
(Ephesians 3:4-6). The mystery of the
gospel is that God is saving Gentiles as
well as Jews and adding them to the
church. This was revealed to the “apos-
tles and prophets.” Clearly here it means
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“And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and

some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to

the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of

the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which

belongs to the fulness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11- 13)



the New Testament message in its ful-
ness, as epitomized in the gospel. This
does not settle the questions raised in 1a
and 1b above, but does point to New
Testament apostles and prophets.

That apostles could be considered a
part of the foundation is evidenced  by
this passage: “And the wall of the city had

twelve foundation stones, and on them were

the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the

Lamb.” (Revelation 21:14). Another per-
tinent New Testament passage is
1Corinthians 3:11, “For no man can lay a

foundation other than the one which is laid,

which is Jesus Christ.” So the question is,
if Christ is the foundation, how can it be
that in Ephesians 2 the apostles and
prophets are? The answer lies in the cor-
nerstone analogy, which likely is an allu-
sion to Isaiah 28:16.7 Here, Christ is the
corner stone and His apostles and
prophets are the first stones laid that will
constitute the foundation. This allusion
shows that Paul means “apostles and
prophets as the foundation,” 1b. 

Several scholars have written astute
observations on this. F.F. Bruce wrote,
“Apostles and prophets constitute the
foundation ministries in the church, not
only in Ephesians but in 1Corinthians:
‘God has appointed in the church first
apostles, second prophets . . .’ (1Cor.
12:28). Apostles and prophets, then,
might well be viewed as the first stones
to be laid in the new building.”8 Lenski’s
comments are very enlightening:

In I Cor. 3:11 Jesus Christ is
called the foundation, not laid
by Paul, but by God, not laid in
founding this or that congrega-
tion, but laid by God once for
all, for the church as such, for
all time. In Ephesians ‘the foun-
dation’ is to be understood in
the same sense, the one laid by
God. Then the genitive is appo-
sitional: “The foundation
which consists of the apostles
and prophets,” not, indeed of
their persons as being the first
believers, or of their faith as
being the original faith, but of
their office as “the apostles and
prophets,” the recipients of the
entire divine saving revelation
for inspired transmission to all
future ages.9

Charles Hodge comments as follows
on Ephesians 2:20:

[T]here is a true and obvious
sense in which the apostles are
the foundation of the church;
secondly they are expressly so
called in Scripture — as in Rev.
21:14, besides the disputed pas-
sage, Matt. 16:18; and thirdly,
the figure here demands this
interpretation. In this particu-
lar passage Christ is the corner
stone, the apostles the founda-
tion, believers the edifice.10

The passage in Ephesians 2 sees the
apostles and prophets as the foundation
of the building which is the church.
Though Paul does speak of himself as
laying a foundation in 1Corinthians
3:10, the figure is slightly different there.
Plus, there was a very important church
in the New Testament (the one in Rome)
that as far as the Biblical evidence shows
was founded by no apostle, but by the
witness of individual Christians.
Considering all the evidence I conclude
that Paul means that Christ as the cor-
nerstone and the apostles and prophets
to whom Christ gave the New Testament
revelation together constitute the foun-
dation. Throughout church history this
one foundation is continually being
build upon, but not altered or changed.
The reason Paul likely means New
Testament prophets is that he mentions
them with apostles in Ephesians 3:5
(previously quoted) as the ones to whom
the New Testament revelation was given.
This is Paul’s meaning in Ephesians,
though from the rest of the New
Testament it is not clear who in particu-
lar were these prophets. That has caused
some to interpret him as meaning, “the
apostles as prophets.” The text does not
show that he meant this. They are listed
separately in several New Testament lists,
including Ephesians 4:11.

So we have concluded that apostles
and prophets in Ephesians 2:20 are
foundations of the church, because of
what Christ, the Cornerstone, has done
through them by giving them the New
Testament revelation. This New
Testament revelation that was given to
them concerns this basic truth, often
repeated in Ephesians: “that the Gentiles

are fellow heirs and fellow members of the

body, and fellow partakers of the promise in

Christ Jesus through the gospel” (Ephesians
3:6). It is the Gospel and all the atten-
dant teachings that are given in the New
Testament. We have also concluded that
these are New Testament apostles and
prophets as referenced by Paul in
Ephesians 3:5,6. 

THE FIVE-FOLD MINISTRY

As we now address Ephesians 4:11-13
the immediate question concerns his
third mention of apostles and prophets
in Ephesians. I will argue that Paul is
speaking of the same people.  Is there
any evidence from the context for taking
apostles and prophets in Ephesians 4:11
to mean different people from what Paul
had in mind in Ephesians 2 and
Ephesians 3 where he previously taught
about apostles and prophets? Keep in
mind that his terminology “building up”
continues the thought of the church as a
building, with a foundation, that is con-
tinually built upon. That in itself is
strong evidence that Paul is still speaking
of New Testament apostles and
prophets. The so called “five-fold” min-
istries of Ephesians 4:11 were given to
the church upon Christ’s ascension
(Ephesians 4:8-10). Their effects will
continue on until the end of the age:
“until we all attain to the unity of the faith,

and the knowledge of the Son of God . . .”
(Verse 12). 

The ministries of the apostles and
prophets continue throughout the age
only in the sense that they gave us the
New Testament revelation that serves as
the once for all laid foundation, Christ
as the cornerstone. Considering that
Paul called Christ the cornerstone, and
in Corinthians the foundation itself, we
can see that the foundation must be laid
once for all. Those who claim that there
must be a continual giving of apostles
throughout the church age for the body
to come into the unity of the faith have
a huge problem with what Paul taught in
Ephesians. Obviously many Christ’s do
not have to be given to the church
throughout the church age or at an end
time restoration period for Christ to be
the cornerstone! So why do we imagine
that many apostles and prophets have to
be given later in church history for them
to be the foundation? Neither the cor-
nerstone nor the foundation need to be
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laid more than once. 
Therefore, the context provides

good reason to take the apostles and
prophets of Ephesians 4:11 to be
Christ’s apostles and prophets of the
New Testament era whose foundational
ministries continue to be in effect
throughout the church age because of
the final and authoritative revelation of
truth that was given them. Christ gave
them to His church, once for all, and
their divinely inspired teachings are final
and authoritative. Apostles in particular
have certain qualifications that no one
today can meet. Charles Hodge explains
in his comments on Ephesians 4:11:

First, the apostles, the immedi-

ate messengers of Christ, the wit-

nesses for him, of his doctrines,

his miracles, and of his resurrec-

tion; infallible as teachers and

absolute as rulers in virtue of the

gift of inspiration and of their

commission. No man, therefore,

could be an apostle unless — 1.

He was immediately appointed

by Christ. 2. Unless he had seen

him after his resurrection and

had received the knowledge of

the Gospel by immediate revela-

tion. 3. Unless he was rendered

infallible by the gift of inspira-

tion. These things constituted

the office and were essential to

its authority. Those who without

these gifts and qualifications

claimed the office, are called

“false apostles.”11

There is good Biblical evidence for
this claim that there were only a limited
number of authoritative apostles and it
is explained by Orrel Steinkamp’s article
in this issue of CIC. 

TRUE APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY

We can see even within the New
Testament itself that apostolic teachings
were considered final and authoritative.
Jude is a good example. He wrote,
“Beloved, while I was making every effort to

write you about our common salvation, I felt

the necessity to write to you appealing that

you contend earnestly for the faith which was

once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude
1:3). After describing the practices and
teachings of false teachers, Jude returns

to this theme: “But you, beloved, ought to

remember the words that were spoken before-

hand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Jude 1:17). The teachings of the apos-
tles are considered authoritative and hav-
ing been given once for all. Likewise
Paul’s writings are called “Scripture”
even in the New Testament: 

And regard the patience of our
Lord to be salvation; just as also
our beloved brother Paul,
according to the wisdom given
him, wrote to you,  as also in all
his letters, speaking in them of
these things, in which are some
things hard to understand,
which the untaught and unsta-
ble distort, as they do also the
rest of the Scriptures, to their
own destruction (2Peter
3:15,16).

Paul told Timothy to transmit his
teachings to others who would teach oth-
ers after them: “And the things which you

have heard from me in the presence of many

witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who

will be able to teach others also” (2Timothy

2:2). This helps us understand how the
building proceeds to be built upon the
foundation. Christ’s death provided
atonement for our sins, once for all, He
is the cornerstone. He appointed apos-
tles and commissioned them to commu-
nicate the mystery of God (Ephesians
3:5,6). As the recipients of the New
Testament revelation, they are the foun-
dation of the church, which shall remain
throughout the ages. These truths were
given to others to teach as Paul told
Timothy. 

One of the very earliest writings of
the church after the death of the apostles
saw this process as follows:

The apostles have preached the
Gospel to us from the Lord
Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ [has
done so] from God. Christ
therefore was sent forth by God,
and the apostles by Christ. Both
these appointments, then, were
made in an orderly way, accord-
ing to the will of God. Having
therefore received their orders,
and being fully assured by the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and established in the

word of God, with full assur-
ance of the Holy Ghost, they
went forth proclaiming that the
kingdom of God was at hand.
And thus preaching through
countries and cities, they
appointed the first-fruits [of
their labors], having first proved
them by the Spirit, to be bish-
ops and deacons of those who
should afterwards believe.12

This was written by Clement of
Rome who may well have been the same
Clement mentioned in Philippians 4:3
(the early church considered this to be
the case). Likely written around 97AD,
this document showed that rather than a
succession of apostles, the teaching of
the apostles was entrusted to people they
appointed. Eventually the canon of the
New Testament was agreed upon. The
apostles were unique in ministry and
authority. There would be no more
authoritative apostles after the death of
those who Christ appointed. There is no
Scripture in the Bible that predicts God
will raise up new apostles much later in
church history.

Ephesians 4:11-13, taken in the con-
text of Paul’s building analogy in
Ephesians,  shows how the apostles and
prophets whom Christ gave the church
continue until the consummation of all
things. Just as Christ’s work continues
for ever, so does the work of the apostles
and prophets. Through their preaching
and teaching, they constituted the foun-
dation of the church once for all. They
are still ministering to all of us through
their teachings, which are “the faith,”
the unity of which Ephesians 4:13 says
we are to attain. They and their teach-
ings are the rock solid foundation that
enables us to withstand the “waves” and
“winds of doctrine” Paul mentioned in
Ephesians 4:14.  The foundation stands
strong and authoritative to this day and
until will continue to do so. 

The evangelists, pastors and teach-
ers who Christ provides throughout
church history cannot  claim any legiti-
macy if they depart from the foundation
of the apostles and prophets. All true
evangelists, pastors and teachers are min-
istering and building because of what
Christ has done once for all and bring-
ing no other message than the “faith
once for all delivered to the saints.”  The
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preaching of the true evangelist is noth-
ing more than the message of the gospel
that was given by Christ and His apos-
tles. The ministry of the pastor must be
to shepherd Christ’s flock in a manner
consistent with His teachings and exam-
ple. The teacher must carefully and accu-
rately bring the “whole counsel of God”
to those Christ purchased with His
blood. 

WHEN IS THE BUILDING

COMPLETED?

One of the key ideas of the latter day
apostles movement is that the church
must be fully perfected on earth before
Christ can return. Just how this perfec-
tion is defined is somewhat unclear.
Some have even taught that the church
will attain immortality this side of the
resurrection. The heretical “Manifested
Sons of God” doctrine claims that these
passages shall be literally fulfilled before
the return of Christ by an end times
church with restored apostles and
prophets: “For the anxious longing of the cre-

ation waits eagerly for the revealing of the

sons of God. . .  That the creation itself also

will be set free from its slavery to corruption

into the freedom of the glory of the children of

God” (Romans 8:19,21).  Of course, the
key agents of the transformation of the
earth, the nations,  and the church sup-
posedly will be these new super-apostles
whose greatness shall make all previous
church history look like a grand failure. 

Bill Hamon claims that Jesus cannot
come back, though He wants to, until
the latter day apostles and prophets com-
plete the “restoration process.” The
proof text for all this is Acts 3:20-21:
“and that He may send Jesus, the Christ

appointed for you, whom heaven must receive

until the period of restoration of all things

about which God spoke by the mouth of His

holy prophets from ancient time.”13 It is
claimed that this “restoration” is about a
restored New Testament church with
apostles and prophets as powerful as the
ones in Acts, if not more so. This may
seem like an odd interpretation of Acts
3, but since many are giving it credence,
it deserves a close examination. 

The statement in Acts 3:19-21 is
taken from a message preached by Peter
to a Jewish audience at the temple after
the healing of a lame man. Peter
preached the gospel to his Jewish

brethren and said to them, “Repent there-

fore and return, that your sins may be wiped

away, in order that times of refreshing may

come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts

3:19). What were they specifically to
repent of? — “But you disowned the Holy

and Righteous One, and asked for a murder-

er to be granted to you” (Acts 3:14). At
issue was whether Jesus Christ was truly
the promised Messiah, the One who
would bring the restoration of Israel as
promised in the prophets. The key issue
in the minds of 1st century Jews who
heard the gospel what this: “If this Jesus
(Yeshua) is indeed the Messiah why was
he crucified before fulfilling the promis-
es that God gave  Israel for a restored
Davidic kingdom?” 

That a possible restored Israel was
the issue here is shown by the disciples’
earlier question, before Pentecost: “And

so when they had come together, they were

asking Him, saying, ‘Lord, is it at this time

You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?’ He

said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times

or epochs which the Father has fixed by His

own authority’” (Acts 1:6,7). At issue was
when the kingdom would be restored to
Israel. Jesus did not tell them it would
never be restored, but that  there was a
fixed time. When Peter preached in Acts

3 and mentioned a restoration that was
promised from ancient times by the
prophets, it can mean nothing other
than a restored Israel, with Messiah as
her king. There are dozens of O.T. pas-
sages that promise Israel a restoration to
her land, salvation, peace, and the reign
of Messiah. Since Peter was preaching to
unsaved Jews in Jerusalem at the temple,
and he referenced a restoration
promised in the O.T., how could he be
speaking of anything else?

Bill Hamon wants us to believe that
Peter told these unsaved Jews that Jesus
could not return until the church is
restored to the power and glory of the
book of Acts. Here are several of the
many  problems with this interpretation:
1. The church at the time was still in the
power and glory of the book of Acts,
with real apostles present, why would
Peter promise a restoration of something
that had not been lost? 2. Peter was
preaching to unsaved Jews who surely
were not thinking about future church
history, they had no conception of the
church. 3. In the context of Acts the only

restoration that had been discussed was
that of national Israel. 4. Peter claimed
that Christ (meaning Messiah) was
appointed for these Jerusalem Jews, they
could find no other Messiah (in their
minds meaning political savior) truly
from God so they would have to
embrace the very One they had turned
over to be crucified. 5. The point of
“heaven must receive until” was that
Jesus is indeed coming back to fulfill yet
unfulfilled promises to Israel, but now
they must repent and turn to Christ if
they are to have any hope. 

Sadly Bill Hamon uses Acts 3:20-21

and Ephesians 4:11-13 as the founda-
tional passages for his whole theory of
church history, with a restoration of
apostle and prophets as the key to every-
thing important, but does no serious
exegesis of either passage. On these pas-
sages, however,  hangs his whole theory.
Having taken the Acts passage out of
context and made it refer to things that
had nothing to do with Peter’s sermon
or his hearer’s concerns, Hamon con-
cludes: “The restitution/restoration of
the Church started in AD 1517 after
more than a thousand years of the
Church’s apostate condition, called the
Dark Ages. On that date came ‘The
Great Restoration of the Church,’ when
the Protestant Movement was birthed.
Beginning with that date there have
been five major restorational move-
ments: The Protestant, Holiness,
Pentecostal, Charismatic, and Prophetic
Movements.”14 Elsewhere in an expaned
chart he adds the Latter Rain
Movement, Faith Movement (meaning
the Word of Faith teaching popularized
by Kenneth Hagin and Kenneth
Copeland), and the Apostolic
Movement (his of course).15 The Latter
Rain Movement was popular in some
Pentecostal circles in the 1940’s and was
led by William Branham, who was con-
sidered heretical by many. 

Where is all this heading? According
to its leaders, this movement is marching
toward a glorious future where a nearly
perfected church, unified, powerful, rul-
ing over the nations, and having fully
conquered the world will welcome back
Christ. Here is how Bill Hamon inter-
pretes Ephesians 4:11-13 as to the
future:
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[A]ll fivefold ministers must
function until Christ’s Church
is a fully restored Church, a glo-
rious spotless Church, an over-
coming-all-things Church,
which subdues all Christ’s ene-
mies and places them under His
feet. If the rapture of the
Church takes place before this
is accomplished, then declara-
tion would have to be made
that these scriptures failed to
come to pass, or the apostles,
prophets and other fivefold
ministries have to continue
their ministry after the rapture
until these scriptures are ful-
filled.16

The passage will not bear the weight
of this interpretation. There is nothing
in Ephesians 4 that shows that “until we
all attain to the unity of the faith” is
something that will happen only to a few
elitist Christians at the end of the
church age. It makes more sense to take
“we all” to be the entire church, includ-
ing those who have gone before us. Are
we to assume that Paul himself is not
included because he happened to live in
the first century? This final perfected
unity will come about when Christ
returns, not before. That the ministries
given shall persist until He returns is
true, as long as  one understands the
apostles and prophets to be the Biblical
ones whose ministry continues founda-
tionally though they are no longer living
on the face of the earth. 

What is curious about Hamon’s
teaching relates to this passage in
Ephesians 4. According to Paul the
result of Christ’s giving of apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teach-
ers is this: “As a result, we are no longer to

be children, tossed here and there by waves,

and carried about by every wind of doctrine,

by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceit-

ful scheming” (Ephesians 4:14). We are
being told to believe that the very perpe-
trators of the winds of false doctrines are
the ones who are going to perfect us!
The Latter Rain movement was replete
with heretical teaching, and the heresies
of the Word of Faith movement have
been well documented.17 Yet these are
“restorations” according to Hamon. 

CONCLUSION

There are no authoritative apostles after
the death of the Biblical ones. The
Biblical ones continue to serve founda-
tionally through their inspired teachings.
Just as Christ continues to be the cor-
nerstone, and Head of the church,
though not bodily present, His apostles
and prophets continue to be Christ’s
authoritative teachers. Evangelists, pas-
tors and teachers who are true to Christ
have no message but that which has been
once for all delivered to the saints. God
has given all of these to the church to
assure that His purposes for her shall
come to pass. However, the completion
and perfection must await the return of
Christ. Those who are claiming new rev-
elations, new power, new authority, and
are claiming apostolic status are false.
They are leading us farther from the
unity of the faith, not closer to it.
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I
n this paper we discuss New

Testament Apostles today from the

viewpoint that there is no biblical

authority that supports the end time

restoration of the office of apostle: there-

fore, there are no New Testament

Apostles today.  

Wayne Grudem, a sometimes pro-

moter of current prophetic utterances is

absolutely convinced that there are no

NT apostles today.  He states:  “Since no

one today can meet the qualifications of

having seen the risen Jesus with his own

eyes, there are no apostles today.  In the

place of living apostles present in the

church to teach and govern it, we have

instead the writings of the apostles in the

books of the NT.  Those NT scriptures

fulfill, for the church today, the absolute-

ly authoritative teaching and governing

functions which were fulfilled by the

apostles themselves during the early

years of the church.”  (Grudem, The Gift

of Prophecy in the NT today, p. 276).

BACKGROUND

One of the central new teachings of the

Latter Rain Movement of the 1940’s and

50’s was the so-called restoration of

Apostles and Prophets to the overcom-

ing Endtime Church.  This restoration

teaching percolated on the back burners

of the Charismatic Renewal for years,

but it was never promoted heavily and

no one attempted to systematically

implement it on a worldwide scale.  Into

this vacuum has stepped  C. Peter

Wagner as a central personality.  Wagner

has given organizational and promotion-

al impetus to this so-called restoration

and has taken bold steps to implement

apostolic restoration to a wider Global

Church — as a result he is positioned to

have a greater influence than many other

promoters of apostolic restoration.    

Beginning with his association with

John Wimber, Wagner moved quickly

into charismatic Christianity.  He has

systematized certain charismatic spiritual

warfare practices and developed his

strategic warfare mentality etc.    He also

promoted what he called the “Third

Wave.”  In this “Third Wave” he saw

generic evangelicals getting involved

with signs and wonders without adopt-

ing traditional Pentecostal Theology.  He

has a broad Evangelical pedigree and has

notoriety as a former missiologist at

Fuller seminary.  He is the recognized

heir and successor to Donald McGavern,

the founding father of all church growth

teaching.  In addition to being a co-

founder of the World Prayer Center in

Colorado Springs, he is the founding

president of Global Harvest Ministries,

which is responsible for the “United

Prayer Track” of AD2000 and Beyond”

as well as many other missions related

activities outside the AD2000 organiza-

tion.  The Billy Graham Lausan confer-

ence adopted Wagner’s missions/evan-

gelism agenda.  And he is now in associ-

ation with many holdovers from the

Latter Rain of the 50’s who got a new

lease on life in the Charismatic Renewal.

Bishop (also prophet and apostle) Bill

Hamon is a significant name in this

regard.

In Bishop Hamon’s book “Apostles,

Prophets and the Coming Moves of

God: End Times Plan for His Church on

Planet Earth,” Wagner states, in a for-

ward, that Hamon was influential in

nurturing him through what he calls a

paradigm shift from traditional

Christianity.”  Hamon expressed this

new paradigm in October 1999 when he

announced to the “International

Gathering of Apostles and Prophets”

that “we are seeing prophets and apostles

coming forth for a strategic reason...We

are being positioned to lay new founda-

tions for the dawning of a New Kingdom

Age.  We are in the throws of birthing a

whole new order-dispensation...We are

about to move from the dispensation of

grace to the dispensation of dominion.”

Although Wagner and his apostolic

friends are generally unknown to rank

and file pastors and church leaders, they

are, nevertheless, boldly proclaiming

their authority in the church.  They

apparently feel that they are now “posi-

tioned” to make authoritative “apostolic

declarations” to the wider church.

Wagner recently posted on his Website

an “Open Memorandum Addressing the

Twin Towers War.”  In the memoran-

dum dated September 14th from C.

Peter Wagner, presiding apostle of the

International Coalition of Apostles, he

made the following statement:  “This is

the time for apostolic declarations.  The

church is in a position now, character-

ized by active and accepted roles of

Apostles and Prophets and Intercessors

that is has not experienced in 1800

years.”  Wagner then quoted Prophet

Rick Joyner:  “What seemed to so many

to be an impossible task of restoring

Apostolic Christianity to the earth is

about to become a reality.”With such

overreaching optimism, it is not surpris-

ing that Wagner and friends have

planned to implement their dream.

STEPS IN THAT

IMPLEMENTATION

1. The New Apostolic Roundtable:

Wagner is linked with Twenty-five other

Apostles who have been invited to form

an international leadership of Apostles.

These roles are by invitation only.

2. The International Coalition of Apostles:

On a lower level they have formed a larg-

er grouping of Apostles.  Wagner sees

this group growing to about 500.  They

plan to hold yearly convocations and
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summits around the world.

3. Apostles to the Cities:

In Wagner’s latest book, “Apostles of the

City:  How to mobilize Territorial

Apostles for City Transformation,” he

calls for each major city to elevate a cadre

of Apostles to leadership.

Because Wagner has unlimited

funds at his disposal, he is able to make

quite an impact.  Is all this money and

effort called for, or is it an expensive

game of “let’s pretend” in the church.

The answer to that question is based on

one fundamental question:  Is there any

biblical authority to teach an end-time

restoration of the office of apostle?

PAUL ,  THE LAST APOSTLE

Today, we occasionally speak of people as

apostles—usually limited to pioneer mis-

sionaries.  William Carey, for example,

has been called the apostle to India.  The

only reason this term is used is that

someone was sent to pioneer a new area

with the Gospel.  This, of course, is

never confused with the foundational

apostles of the NT era.  In NT times,

there was also a loose and broad way to

use the word apostle, in the sense of

someone sent on a mission of some

kind.  On these occasions, the word sim-

ply means “messenger” or “delegate.”  In

these instances, these delegates (sent

ones) are never confused with the special

and restricted meaning of a foundation-

al apostle of the church.

NT QUALIFICATIONS OF

FOUNDATIONAL APOSTLES

NT apostles were required to be eyewit-

nesses of the resurrected Jesus.  This is

indicated in Acts 1:22 when Peter insist-

ed that the replacement of Judas “must

become a witness with us of His resur-

rection.”  Paul (1 Cor. 9:1) defended his

apostleship by saying, “Am I not an apos-

tle?  Have I not seen the Lord?” In

recounting those to whom Jesus

appeared, Paul says:  “After He was seen

by James and then by all the apostles,

then “last of all” he was seen by me also

as one “born out of due time” (I

Corinthians 15:8).  Paul was “untimely

born” in the sense that Jesus had

appeared to the other apostles before his

ascension.  Paul, converted by a miracu-

lous post-ascension appearance of the

resurrected Jesus, also saw the risen

Lord, albeit later in time than the other

apostles.  The phrase “last of all” seals

the case that Paul was the last apostle.

“Last of all” grammatically can only be

an adverb describing something that is

last in a series.  This is even more certain

when there is a group of adverbs

(then...then...and last of all).  In Paul’s

mind he was the last of all the apostles.

Surely he would be surprised to hear

that he wasn’t really ‘last of all.’  Who

were these foundational apostles?  First

there were the initial twelve with

Matthias replacing Judas.  Second,

apparently there were a very few more

who had seen Jesus and been commis-

sioned by Him.  Acts 14:14 calls both

Barnabas and Paul apostles.  James, the

brother of Jesus, is called an apostle in

Galatians 1:19.  Andronicus and Judas

were called apostles in Romans 16:7.

Most commentators see them as apostles

in a functional and broad meaning.  I

found no commentators who referred to

them as foundational apostles.  If,

indeed they were foundational Apostles,

they could have been among the 500

people who saw the risen Jesus on one

occasion (I Corinthians 15).

The generation that followed the

last biblical apostles never ever consid-

ered the continuation of the office of

apostle.  Apparently the word of Paul,

the last apostle convinced them.  The so-

called end-time restoration of apostles

has no biblical authority.  The only pos-

sible authority is “further revelation”

given to the prophets of the Latter Rain

and those who have taken up further rev-

elation: beyond the scriptures.  The

choice is simple, do we believe Paul was

right when he said he was the last apos-

tle or do we believe latter day prophets

who have pronounced on their own

authority, a restoration of apostles at the

end of the age?  For me, Paul settles the

question once and for all.
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