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t might surprise many that John con-
sidered himself to be living in the last 
hour with contemporary “antichrists” 

and that he saw the need to warn 
Christians about such individuals. Many 
consider an “antichrist” to be a person 
who is “against” Christ. If that were 
the case, it would seem odd that any 
Christian would be fooled by such a 
person. However, careful study of the 
Scriptures reveals that antichrists are 
subtle. They actually present a message 
which appeals to many Christians. 
 In 1John 2 we learn these facts 
about antichrists: 1) their primary target 
is Christians, 2) they arise from within 
the visible church, 3) they claim to 
have a special anointing, 4) they claim 
access to supernatural knowledge not 
available to ordinary Christians, 5) they 
have a defective doctrine of Christ, 
though they claim to believe in Him.  
If we compare John’s teaching to other 
New Testament passages on this topic 
we will find that many antichrists oper-
ate in our day and their target is the 
Christian church. It stands to reason 
that Satan’s deceptive practices target 
the church, since the world is already 
under his sway: “We know that we are of 
God, and the whole world lies in the power 
of the evil one” (1John 5:19). 

ANTICHRIST AND CHRIST
 That “antichrists” arise from the 
visible church and work to deceive 
professed Christians might seem rather 
odd to many. The reason for this is 

that it seems implausible that people 
who are “against” Christ would find 
credence with those who claim to love 
Christ. Even cults do not claim to be 
“against” Christ, they just change their 
definitions of who He is. Therefore, 
how could an “antichrist” get a hearing 
with Christians? The answer lies in 
the Greek prefix “anti.” It can mean 
“against” but also can mean “in place 
of.”1 Both concepts are combined here in 
the sense that the method “antichrists” 
use to oppose Christ is to set them-
selves up as specially anointed teachers. 
Their opposition is subtle. Their teach-
ing about Christ is always unbiblical. 
John wrote “They went out from us, 
but there were not really of us . . .” 
(1John 2:19a). This shows that they 
were a part of the church and consid-
ered “Christian.” 
 So in the “last hour” antichrists 
arise from within the church, going out 
deceiving many. John used the term 
“last hour” twice in 1John 2:18. In 
the original there is no definite article. 
The phrase “last hour” is qualitative2 
and is describing the nature of the 
days between Christ’s first and second 
advents.3 Throughout church history 
there have been “antichrists.” They 
exalt themselves, claim special anoint-
ing, and distort the Biblical doctrine 
of Christ. The early church historian 
Eusebius said that the gnostic heretic 
Cerinthus was a contemporary of the 
apostle John and Cerinthus claimed 
special revelations.4 The early church 

father Irenaeus said that this Cerinthus 
denied the virgin birth and claimed that 
the Christ (anointing) descended on 
Jesus at His baptism and left Him at 
His crucifixion.5 Its likely that gnostic 
teachers like Cerinthus were the “anti-
christs” John had in mind. 
 1John 2 emphasizes the term 
“Christ.” In the Greek “the Christ” 
literally means “the anointed one.” 
Antichrists are claiming to be “anointed 
ones.” John tells us in 1John 2:20, “But 
you have an anointing from the Holy One 
and you all know.” The gnostic heretics 
claimed to have special spiritual knowl-
edge. The “antichrists” John mentioned 
claimed special knowledge based on 
their special anointing. He reassures 
his Christian readers that they all are 
anointed and have knowledge of the 
truth (see verse 21). Therefore those 
teachers who arose from within the 
church, claiming a special anointing, 
and claiming to have unique knowledge 
because of that anointing were offering 
something Christians do not need. They 
are already anointed and have access to 
the truth that is in Christ C all the 
revealed truth that is in God’s Word. 
The antichrists with their grandiose 
claims have nothing to add but lies and 
deception. So it is in our day. 
 In the two places the New 
Testament mentions the “anointing” 
and Christians, it teaches that all true 
Christians are anointed by God.  One 
is this passage in1John and the other is 
2Corinthians 1:21,22: “Now He who 
establishes us with you in Christ and 
anointed us is God, who also sealed us and 
gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a 
pledge.” The word “anointed” in the 
Greek is “Chrisma.” Therefore the “anti-
christos” is one who claims to have 
special “Chrisma” which in fact all true 
Christians already have. We do not need 
whatever they claim to have. They claim 
a superior spirituality, special anointing, 
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“Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that Antichrist is 
coming, even now many Antichrists have arisen; from this we know that 
it is the last hour.” (1John 2:18)
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special revelations, and do not openly 
claim to oppose Christ. If they did they 
would never find followers in churches, 
which are their primary target. Even 
Mormons do not claim to oppose Christ. 
They merely “substitute” their doctrine 
of Christ for the Biblical one and claim 
to have received special revelations (the 
Book of Mormon). 
 To avoid deception we need to 
keep something very clear in our minds. 
According to the New Testament, there 
is only one specially anointed one 
(remember “anointed one” is merely a 
literal English translation of the term 
“Christ”). The anointed one is Jesus 
Christ. Hebrews 1:9 cites Psalm 45:7 
to prove that Jesus was the true Messiah: 
“Thou hast loved righteousness and hated 
lawlessness; Therefore God, Thy God, 
hath anointed Thee With the oil of gladness 
above Thy companions.” All who are 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit —who 
have believed the gospel — are anoint-
ed by God, but not in the unique sense 
the Christ is. Likewise we all have 
knowledge of the truth and have no 
need for any supposed “anointed one” 
who claims to give us teachings we 
would otherwise have no access to: 
“And as for you, the anointing which you 
received from Him abides in you, and you 
have no need for anyone to teach you; 
but as His anointing teaches you about all 
things, and is true and is not a lie, and just 
as it has taught you, you abide in Him.” 
(1John 2:27). Sadly, in our day many 
Christians run off to hear preachers 
claiming special anointing and revela-
tion knowledge. These Christians appar-
ently do not realize that the Bible spe-
cifically warns against such preachers. 

HOW ANTICHRISTS DECEIVE
 To help us understand how “anti-
christs” arise from within the church to 
deceive, let us summarize what we have 
learned from 1John. Antichrists claim 
to have a special anointing from God, 
beyond that of “ordinary” Christians 
(shown by the fact that the term “christ” 
means “anointed one” and that John 
assures his readers in two verses that 
they all have an anointing from God). 
They claim to have special “knowl-
edge” that is spiritual in nature and 

goes beyond the teachings of the New 
Testament (shown by the fact that John 
told his readers they already have knowl-
edge of the truth). They likely do not 
directly oppose Jesus Christ or they 
would never have been part of the 
church. John saw the fact that they 
went out as evidence that they were 
false. Had they been active and vocal 
opponents of Jesus Christ they would 
have been obvious heretics all along. 
Rather they oppose Him subtly by set-
ting themselves up as “anointed ones” 
who would substitute themselves for 
Christ’s unique role in the lives of His 
people. 
 By studying other passages in the 
New Testament we find out more about 
the deceptive qualities of the false 
“christs” who arise in the last days. They 
also do signs and wonders to convince 
people that their claims of being special 
“anointed ones,” i.e. “christs,” are true. 
Jesus warned: “Then if anyone says to 
you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There 
He is,’ do not believe him. For false Christs 
and false prophets will arise and will 
show great signs and wonders, so as to mis-
lead, if possible, even the elect” (Matthew 
24:23). Notice that as in 1John, the tar-
gets of their deceptive lies are Christians. 
Have you ever heard people say, con-
cerning some contemporary “prophet,” 
“Here is the anointed one”? Have you 
heard preachers claim to have received 
special anointing from God that pro-
vided them with spiritual knowledge 
that goes beyond the teachings of the 
Bible? I have heard these claims many 
times. According to Jesus we should 
never believe people who make these 
claims. They often get by with their 
deceptive ways simply based on a simple 
fact that English Bibles generally trans-
literate the Greek work “Christos” as 
“Christ” rather than translate it to the 
English equivalent “anointed one.” Also 
thrown into the equation is the fact that 
the Greek “Christos” is a translation of 
the Hebrew word for “messiah.” 
 Many people are not aware of this 
so they don’t realize that contemporary 
preachers are making unbiblical claims 
that put them into the category of 
“antichrists.” They merely see them as 
“anointed teachers” who have come 

with power and revelation knowledge. 
They do not deny Jesus, they claim to 
believe in Him. As I will show later, 
some claim that Jesus gave them special 
anointing, revelations, power to do signs 
and wonders, and sent them to be His 
special “anointed ones” to solve our 
problems. It is totally amazing that in 
their scheme of things Jesus Christ is 
sending out people who fit the Biblical 
description of antichrists! 
 So we see that doing signs and 
wonders also is part of the deceptive 
scheme of antichrists. Some validly ask 
if this means that all signs and wonders 
are deceptive. The answer is “no.” Signs 
and wonders that were truly from God 
took place in the book of Acts. There 
is a very clear distinction, however, one 
that we must be aware of. All true signs 
and wonders, as those in the gospels 
and Acts, point to one clear truth: 
that Jesus Christ is the true Messiah. 
False signs and wonders point to some 
preacher as being a supposed “great man 
of God.” Those doing false signs and 
wonders have defective doctrines about 
Christ, and use the signs to promote 
themselves or their unbiblical teaching. 
In Acts, when God did signs and won-
ders, the teaching that accompanied 
them was that God had raised Jesus 
Christ from the dead and showed Him 
to be the true Messiah. Modern day 
“prophets” have little interest in such 
things. 
 Paul also wrote about false teachers 
that arise in the last days. In 2Timothy 
3:7,8 he mentions those who are “ever 
learning and never come to the knowledge 
of the truth” who are like the Egyptian 
magicians who opposed Moses. Clearly 
that means by the use of false signs. 
There are many in our day who are a 
part of the “signs and wonders” move-
ment who seemingly despise “doctrine.” 
They can be heard ridiculing “dry, dead” 
churches that teach doctrine but do 
not have the power to do signs and 
wonders. Again, they play on ignorance 
to find followers. The term “doctrine” 
simply means “teaching.” People will 
listen to a preacher go on for an hour 
claiming that “doctrine” is “dead” and 
worthless. Yet the one making these 
claims is “teaching.” The irony is that 
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the teaching that “doctrine” is dead is 
in itself “doctrine.” They are merely 
substituting a “doctrine” that they came 
up with out of their own minds, or claim 
to have received by revelations, for 
Biblical doctrine. Thus they “never come 
to the knowledge of the truth” because 
they refuse to submit to the truth that 
was once for all given to the saints. 
 Paul warned Timothy elsewhere 
about those who claim special “knowl-
edge” but who have gone astray: “O 
Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to 
you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter 
and the opposing arguments of what is 
falsely called ‘knowledge’— which some 
have professed and thus gone astray from 
the faith” (1Timothy 6:20,21). This is 
not about modern “science” which some 
have assumed based on the King James 
translation of this verse, but about “gno-
sis” or ancient Gnosticism like that 
John warned against. The false teach-
ers claimed special spiritual knowledge 
and used it to promote themselves. As 
we saw in 2Timothy 4 they also used 
supernatural signs to gain credibility.

THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST
 Because “antichrists” are ultimate-
ly usurping Christ’s unique role, they 
always have a defective doctrine of 
Christ. There are many ways this has 
been manifested in church history. As 
I mentioned earlier, the gnostic heretic 
Cerenthus claimed that the “christ spir-
it” came on Jesus at His baptism and 
departed at his crucifixion. John’s sec-
ond epistle also shows his concern about 
the doctrine of Christ and its distortion 
by “antichrists”:

For many deceivers have gone out 
into the world, those who do not 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as com-
ing in the flesh. This is the deceiver 
and the Antichrist. Watch your-
selves, that you might not lose 
what we have accomplished, but 
that you may receive a full reward. 
Anyone who goes too far and does 
not abide in the teaching of Christ, 
does not have God; the one who 
abides in the teaching, he has both 
the Father and the Son. If anyone 
comes to you and does not bring 
this teaching, do not receive him 

into your house, and do not give 
him a greeting; (2John 1:7-10)

John is concerned about the doctrine 
of Christ, particularly as it has to do 
with His incarnation. The reason the 
incarnation (“coming in the flesh”) is 
so very important is that it proves that 
Jesus was the promised Messiah who 
came from the lineage of David as well 
as the eternal “Logos” (John 1:1) who 
existed with God and as God from all 
eternity. Thus Jesus is unique (John 
calls him the “only begotten” in John 
1:14 which implies “unique one, only 
one of his kind”).  
 Antichrists will always distort the 
Biblical doctrine of Christ in some way. 
If the “Christ spirit” came upon Jesus 
at His baptism, then others might be 
anointed like this and become “christs” 
If all the things about Jesus’ bodily 
existence are not believed, then His 
uniqueness is questionable. For exam-
ple, if Jesus was born of a virgin, lived 
a sinless life, was crucified and buried, 
and bodily raised on the third day, and 
will not appear on earth again until He 
comes with the armies of heaven with 
glory and power to judge the world, 
then there is no other Christ that can 
appear in history. He is unique. Likewise 
if Jesus’ eternal deity is denied, then 
some ordinary human might achieve 
“christ” status. God cannot “become 
God” by definition. He is eternal. 
Neither can God cease being God, 
because by definition true deity has no 
beginning or end, but always is. 
 Antichrists, in order to become 
substitute “christs,” must find a way 
to deny the uniqueness of Christ, oth-
erwise their claims would be obviously 
false. The Mormons claim that God was 
once as we are, so that we can become 
“gods” as He is. In that context they 
will agree with the idea of the deity of 
Christ. They think a man can achieve 
godhood, so why couldn’t Jesus Christ. 
However, their definition of deity is 
unbiblical and their “Christ” is not 
unique as the Biblical Christ is.
 I have encountered false teachers 
who have come up with another way 
to deny the uniqueness of Christ. They 
hold to the so-called “kenosis” doctrine: 
that Jesus literally “emptied” Himself of 

deity and lived on earth only as a man. 
One pastor told me quite frankly, “of 
course Jesus was only a man like us on 
earth, otherwise it would not be fair.” I 
asked, “What would not be fair?” His 
answer: “Then He would have an edge 
in doing miracles.” Somehow this pastor 
got the idea that Christianity is about 
doing miracles and Jesus came to show 
us what is possible if any man has 
enough faith. There are various ver-
sions of this teaching popular in our 
day. The claim is that there is nothing 
essentially different between Jesus when 
He walked the earth and us, other than 
that He was a little better at doing 
things or had more faith.
 For example, consider what the 
defacto founder of the modern “Word 
of Faith” movement wrote about Jesus 
Christ: 

Jesus in His earth walk, as the 
Incarnate Son of God, begin-
ning with His baptism, lived 
exactly as every child of God 
should live today. God wasn’t 
anymore His Father than He is 
ours. . . . He was the Son of 
God. You are a son of God. He 
was Deity. You are a partaker of 
the Divine nature, that is Deity. 
. . . The difference is that Jesus 
gave the Holy Spirit right of way 
in a sense of which we have 
never yet learned.6

Notice that Kenyon claimed that the 
difference between Jesus and us is that 
we just have not learned to give the 
Holy Spirit a way to work through us 
the way Jesus did. The obvious error 
in this is that the gospel writers were 
claiming the exact opposite. Not only 
did John call Jesus the “only begotten,” 
but throughout the Gospel of  John 
Jesus’ miracles are used to prove that He 
is unique, and is the only true Christ. 
The other gospels make the same claim. 
If Jesus learned, after His baptism, to 
do things through the Holy Spirit that 
any of us could, then there can be many 
“christs.” If Kenyon and his followers 
are right, the miracles of Christ no 
longer demonstrate that He is uniquely 
the Christ, but merely that He is a 
fore-runner of many possible “christs.” 
This is a good example of a twentieth 
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century “antichrist” teaching. 

WHAT MOTIVATES ANTICHRISTS?
 The context of 1John 2:18 where 
we are warned about antichrists is 
instructive. John had just finished warn-
ing us about the lusts of the world 
(1John 2:15-17). Antichrists are moti-
vated by the things of this world: the 
lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh 
and the boastful pride of life. Simply put 
they are motivated by  pleasure, posses-
sions or power. They offer a better life 
in this temporal world at the expense 
of “doing the will of God.” They claim 
that the “anointing” and the revelations 
that they get from it are going to help 
us have a better life in this world. We 
can get the things we want, ascend 
the social latter, and enjoy life like the 
supposed “successful” people they claim 
we could be if we only had what they 
have. 
 Peter confirms that the false teach-
ers of the end times will be like this: 

But false prophets also arose among 
the people, just as there will also 
be false teachers among you, who 
will secretly introduce destructive 
heresies, even denying the Master 
who bought them, bringing swift 
destruction upon themselves. And 
many will follow their sensuality, 
and because of them the way of 
the truth will be maligned; and in 
their greed they will exploit you 
with false words; their judgment 
from long ago is not idle, and their 
destruction is not asleep. (2Peter 
2:1-3).

These false teachers also have a false 
doctrine of Christ (denying the Master), 
they promote a sensual version of 
faith, and they are motivated by greed  
(exploiting their followers with false 
words). Antichrists tell people what 
they want to hear to gain advantage 
for themselves through their worldly 
motivations.

ANTICHRISTS AND ANTICHRIST
 The antichrists that arise in church 
history are not the end of the story. 
John told us that, “[A]ntichrist is com-
ing” (from 1John 2:18). That there are 
antichrists throughout church history 

does not mean there will be no literal 
“Antichrist” at the end of the age. That 
which characterizes antichrists shall be 
embodied in its fulness in Antichrist. 
Paul calls Antichrist, “The man of law-
lessness” (2Thessalonians 2:3). This 
person is the Beast of Revelation 13 
and the “little horn” of Daniel 7:24, 
25. He shall deceive the world for a 
time. He will make a covenant with the 
Jews (Daniel 9:27) at the beginning 
of the great tribulation. But after three 
and one half years he will break it by 
setting up the “abomination of desola-
tion” (Daniel 9:27, Matthew 24:15), 
and declaring himself to be the only 
object of worship (2Thessalonians 
2:4). 
 Some deny that there will ever be 
a literal Antichrist, but merely see the 
antichrist spirit at work throughout the 
church age. However, since there are 
so many clear references to him (those 
quoted above are a sampling), it is hard 
to believe that John and Paul were 
not talking about a literal person. John 
clearly distinguishes between antichrists 
and Antichrist (1John 2:18). This poses 
a problem for those who do not take 
future prophecy literally. It is interesting 
how they try to solve it. For example 
Lenski, (quoted earlier) who is usually 
a very able, conservative Bible scholar 
does not hold to a literal great tribu-
lation or literal millennium. Here is 
what he writes about “Antichrist” of 
1John 2:18: “The great Antichrist is 
the papacy.”7 Yet he does affirm that 
“Antichrist is a single man.”8 The papa-
cy is an institution and a series of men, 
its hard to see how as such it fulfills the 
prophecy of a coming “Antichrist.” 
 Antichrists are forerunners of 
Antichrist who as such operate under 
the same spirit and principle. That there 
will be a literal Antichrist who embod-
ies this evil, worldly, and Satanic spirit 
is in keeping with Biblical prophecy 
from the Old and New Testaments. It 
is helpful to see how it also follows the 
Biblical themes of “already — not yet” 
and “the many and the one.”9 Just as 
Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of 
the promises of God for redemption, 
Antichrist is the ultimate fulfillment of 
the evil hopes of the world for one 

world religion, a religion of man for 
which the rebellious world has been 
looking since the tower of Babel.

CONCLUSION
 We have discussed the principles of 
antichrists from a Biblical perspective. 
Some may wonder if there is any real 
application in our day. As a matter of 
fact, there are popular teachings that 
show remarkable similarities to those 
warned against in 1John. For example, a 
book entitled Understanding the Anointing 
claims that Jesus didn’t have a mortal 
body until Gethsemane. This teaching 
comes from the  unbiblical “identity” 
doctrine (that Jesus became just like 
us and then went literally to hell as 
a mortal man to fight Satan so that 
we could become just like Him).10 
The author of the book on the anoint-
ing writes: “Then, in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, when He took upon His 
spirit nature our sins and our diseases, 
His body became mortal, and they could 
kill Him.”11 He also wrote previous to 
this: “The reason Jesus could have the 
Spirit without measure was because 
His body was not mortal.”12 This is a 
doctrine of Christ very much like the 
one John warned us would characterize 
antichrists: “For many deceivers have 
gone out into the world, those who do 
not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming 
in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the 
antichrist” (2John 1:7). The Bible does 
not teach that the nature of Jesus’ body 
changed at any given point from His 
virgin birth to His crucifixion nor does 
it say that it was not mortal. 
 This is not the end of the problems 
with this teaching. The author also 
claims to have received special anoint-
ing from Jesus Christ Himself. In a sec-
tion called “A Special Anointing,” he 
claims that Jesus appeared to him and 
the following happened: “He laid His 
hand my head and said, ‘I’ve called 
thee and have anointed thee and have 
given unto thee a special anointing to 
minister to the sick.’”13 Then the words 
of Jesus are quoted: “This anointing 
will not work unless you tell the people 
exactly what I told you.”14 So a contem-
porary teacher has a special revelation 
from Jesus that we have no access to 



except through him. He also claims that 
he has to tell us about Jesus’ appear-
ance to him and Jesus’ word or we will 
not have faith like we need.15  Jesus 
is further directly quoted, “[Y]ou tell 
them you saw me. Tell them I spoke 
to you. Tell them I laid the finger of 
my right hand in the palm of each one 
of your hands. Tell them the healing 
anointing is in your hands.”16

 Here is a popular teacher who has 
an unbiblical doctrine of Christ, claims 
a special anointing beyond what ordi-
nary Christians have, claims special rev-
elations and knowledge, claims that we 
can only get this information through 
him, and has written down supposed 
words of Jesus as direct quotations, thus 
adding to the Scriptures. In the second 
paragraph of this article I outlined five 
things found in 1John 2 about anti-
christs. You can compare the teachings 
in this popular book and draw your own 
conclusions. People who promote such 
teachings enjoy huge followings, includ-
ing many unsuspecting Christians. Do 
you see why John warned the church 
about antichrists? 
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THE DANGER OF 
“EVANGELEGENDS”

Ryan Habbena

L
egends are a part of all cultures 
and have been for centuries.  The 
basic concept of a “legend,” in and 

of itself, is fairly benign.  Some may be 
true, others may be made of fiction, and 
many are a mixture of both.  However, 
the intent behind creating certain leg-
ends and the repercussions proceeding 
from the transmission of such carries 
with it damaging consequences.
 Within the Evangelical community 
there has been an explosion of the 
dissemination of “Evangelegends.”  An 
“Evangelegend” is a fabricated story 
that is presented as true and is continu-
ally passed onto others by Christians.1  

The central reason for the recent explo-
sion of “Evangelegends” is the revolu-
tion of the “information superhighway” 
(i.e. the internet).  While many find 
these legends to be fairly harmless, in 
reality, the repercussions of propagating 
such are serious. 
 
EXAMPLES OF “EVANGELEGENDS”
 The number of “Evangelegends” 
in circulation is much too large and 
diverse to estimate.  Some have short 
and limited lives, while others flourish 
on a macro-scale for decades.  Below 
I have chosen to cite some of the “big-
gies” that come across my path several 
times each year.

EVANGELEGEND #1 
DRILLING FOR GEHENNA

Russians in Siberia have recently drilled 

down several miles in the earth’s crust 
for scientific experimentation.  After a 
few miles of digging the drilling crew 
heard the screams (through an exterior 
microphone) of a multitude of people 
being tormented.  Obviously, these 
Russians ran into the physical reality of 
hell.  Many of the scientists refused to 
drill back down.    

EVANGELEGEND #2 
NASA HAS FOUND JOSHUA’S 

MISSING DAY
Recently, a computer specialist at NASA 
has been doing some astronomical obser-
vations on a computer and found there 
to be a missing “day.”  Being perplexed he 
remembered that there was an account 
in the Bible of the sun standing still.  He 
eventually found it in Joshua chapter 
10.  The scientists concluded that this 



must the answer to the missing “day”

EVANGELEGEND #3 
SATAN IS SELLING SHAMPOO

The president of “Proctor and Gamble,” 
a company specializing in various house-
hold items, has appeared on the Jenny 
Jones show (or Phil Donahue, or Sally 
Jesse Raphael, all used in the spreading 
of this rumor), proclaiming that he is 
a Satanist.  When asked if he feared 
boycotts, he responded “There are not 
enough Christians in the U.S. to make 
a difference.”

“EVANGELEGENDS” DEBUNKED
 Did Russians really dig and run into 
Hades?  Did NASA find a “missing day” 
in the their survey of the heavens?  Is 
Proctor and Gamble a satanic company?  
If one is willing to do a small amount of 
research the answers come back as “No, 
No, and No.”2  Unlike many “urban 
legends” which may have a kernel of 
truth to them, which, in turn, grows 
into a grossly embellished story, the 
above appear to be unabashedly fabri-
cated lies.  
 Concerning the first story, regard-
ing the Russian earth drillers, evidence 
seems to indicate that this myth was 
started in Finland by an individual, who, 
“intended [the story] as a joke to prove 
how some religious folk will accept an 
outrageous story without checking it 
out.” 3  Several people have researched 
the “Missing Day of Joshua” myth, pri-
marily because real people are often 
cited as the scientists in this story.  
Many have tried to substantiate the 
story but have run into dead ends.  Bert 
Thompson, who has researched this 
story in depth, states: “All efforts to 
confirm the genuineness of this story 
have failed. Its origin is dubious; the 
facts do not fit with the actual truth 
of the matter, and those who were sup-
posedly involved in the finding of the 
“lost” day of Joshua 10 know nothing of 
such events  . . . The only conclusion 
that one can draw, respecting the facts, 
is that this story is false.”4

 Out of the three that I have cited, 
and of all “Evangelegends” I am aware 
of, none are as deceitful and downright 
sinful as the one aimed at “Proctor and 

Gamble.”  Apparently this particular 
legend has recycled itself through the 
last three decades.  It has become so 
widespread that “Proctor and Gamble” 
has been forced to provide a link in 
their website debunking this rumor.5  
They have been badgered to the point 
of needing to get signed statements from 
the talk show hosts denying that these 
shows ever took place.6  Therefore, a 
major business has been boycotted and 
continually hindered by a false rumor, 
all because a person claiming the name 
of Christ started a lie, and thousands 
of other Christians have been passing it 
on continually.  
  
AN ENORMOUS RESPONSIBILITY

 Apart from the “Proctor and 
Gamble” travesty, there are those that 
may reason, “What’s the difference?  
These stories are not really hurting 
anyone.  Why keep bullying people, 
let them have their fun.”  While some 
“Evangelegends” may appear at the sur-
face to be somewhat humorous (Quite 
frankly, I get a chuckle from the Russian 
“hell-drillers”), the propagating of lies 
guised as the truth is a truly damaging 
practice.
 Those who are redeemed by the 
blood of the Lamb have been entrusted 
with an enormous responsibility.  We 
have been entrusted with the most 
glorious truth of human history – the 
truth that God became a Man, was 
crucified on a cross for the removal of 
sins, and rose on the third day.  Anyone 
who believes in this Majestic One will 
inherit eternal life.  We have been 
entrusted with the testimony of the 
Savior – Jesus of Nazareth.  As we bring 
the message of the cross to the world, 
are we attempting to give “no cause 
for offense in anything, in order that 
the ministry be not discredited”  (2 
Corinthians 6:3), or are we dishonoring 
the message by mixing it with a plethora 
of myths and legends?      
  There are indicators that the prop-
agation of myths was an aberrant prac-
tice within the early church.  Paul 
declares:  “[pay no] attention to myths 
and endless genealogies, which give rise 
to mere speculation rather than further-
ing the administration of God which is 

by faith” (1 Timothy 1:4). While the 
myths of the first century indeed had a 
different incarnation from those arising 
today, the command is still applicable – 
keep focused on the Gospel for myths 
are of no profit. In light of such, we 
must be discerning individuals in these 
last days, carefully weighing that which 
we choose to pass on with our lips 
(or keyboards).  Many that unwittingly 
pass on these myths may have good 
intentions, however, their actions hin-
der rather than help the advancement 
of the Gospel.
 We are all far from perfect, and 
undoubtedly will stumble from time to 
time. Yet, if we strive to speak the truth 
through the process of careful discern-
ment, by His grace we will bring honor 
and glory to the Name above all names. 
This is a practice that promises to be 
truly profitable.  

END NOTES

 1. I am indebted to one of my former 
professors, Roger Olson, for passing this par-
ticular term on to me.   
 2 Below are samples of cites that have 
documented research on urban myths and 
legends.  There are many others on the net, 
with corroborating information.  A simple 
search of “urban legends” or “urban myths” in 
any of the large scale search engines will bring 
up a hosts of cites devoted to debunking many 
of the myths and legends being passed off 
as truth in our culture (both Christian and 
non-Christian).   

3.  www.religioustolerance.org/chr_cul4.htm 
for this material.

4  www.answersingenesis.org/docs/1117.asp 

5. www.pg.com/overview_faqs/trademarks_faq.jhtml  

6. The address to this link was far too long to 
cite. Therefore, go to www.pg.com/about_pg/
overview_facts/trademark_facts.jhtml and click 
on “Supporting statements from talk show 
hosts” on the right.   

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from 
the New American Standard Bible, © Copyright 
1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 
1977, 1988, 1995 The Lockman Foundation. Used 
by permission.
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