
There are many hurting and disil-
lusioned people who grew up
under the teachings of the

Roman Catholic church. They are disil-
lusioned because the church that they
were told is their only hope of getting to
God has been found to be scandalous.
Knowing nothing but the Catholic
Church, feeling let down by the
Catholic Church, and knowing of no
other way to find God, they feel hope-
less. This article is addressed to such
individuals. I want to share with you
some things that Jesus and His Apostles
taught that you probably never heard
from your Church. What you know so
far seems like “bad” news: only the
Roman Catholic Church holds the key
to finding God’s forgiveness and this
church has lost credibility. So you either
support the church in spite of evidence
that there are many serious problems, or
you give up on finding God. What the
church has not told you, but is con-
tained in the Bible she claims to believe,
is the truth that will set you free. 

JESUS DID IT ALL FOR YOU
The most common problem in the
minds of many who have grown up
under the guidance of the Roman
Catholic church, is the idea that Jesus
did not do enough to assure anyone of

heaven. It is understood that the works
prescribed by the church are necessary if
one is to ever hope to please God and
find forgiveness. Another problem is the
popular perception that all good people
go to heaven, especially if they are
Catholic. So there are the confusing,
conflicting notions that only by obeying
Rome can one hope to find heaven and
that everyone will probably go there
anyway unless they are horrible crimi-
nals. I will show you from the Bible that
both of these ideas are not true.

Let us start with the idea that all
“good” people go to heaven, especially if
they are Catholic. One Bible verse
quoted at the beginning of this article
says that only the one who “has the
Son” has life. Those who do not are
excluded. The next verse makes it clear
that it is eternal life that Saint John was
writing about. The Roman Catholic
church believes that there is a literal
heaven and hell, and they are right
about that matter. But what you have
not been told is what the Bible says is
the basis of God’s final judgment that
determines your eternal destiny. Saint
John says it is your relationship to Jesus
Christ that determines this. Listen to
what Jesus said as quoted by His
beloved Apostle John: “Truly, truly, I say
to you, he who hears My word, and

believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life,
and does not come into judgment, but has
passed out of death into life” (John 5:24).
Jesus says that eternal life is something
that one can have based on believing
His Words and trusting God. When He
says, “passed out of death,” He is speak-
ing of the matter of our sinful condition.
The penalty for sin is death. Here is how
Saint Paul explained it:  “For the wages
of sin is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 6:23). 

God allowed Saint John, at the
end of his life, to see and write about
what will happen at the end of this age.
He wrote about the final judgment:
“And I saw the dead, the great and the
small, standing before the throne, and
books were opened; and another book was
opened, which is the book of life; and the
dead were judged from the things which
were written in the books, according to
their deeds” (Revelation 20:12). He
then wrote about the final destiny of
those whose names were not found in
the book of life: “And if anyone’s name
was not found written in the book of life, he
was thrown into the lake of fire”
(Revelation 20:15). What we need to
know is how our name can be found in
that book. What work can we do that
will assure that our name will be found
in the roll book of heaven? The Roman
Catholic church has a long list of works
you have been told to do, works that
will keep you busy the rest of your life.
But what did Jesus say we must do? 

Jesus was asked directly what work
was necessary to please God: “They said
therefore to Him, “What shall we do, that
we may work the works of God?” (John
6:28). What do you think Jesus’ answer
was? Did He tell them to make sure to
be very religious for the rest of their
lives and make sure they give to the
church? No. Saint John wrote down the
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“It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.” 
(1Timothy 1:15)

“He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does
not have the life. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.” 
(1John 5:12,13)



very words of Jesus on this matter: “Jesus
answered and said to them, ‘This is the
work of God, that you believe in Him
whom He has sent’” (John 6:29). Jesus
was the one God sent, who existed with
God from all eternity, who was con-
ceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary. Jesus walked the face of the
earth as the only sinless One, fully
human and fully God. The Roman
Catholic church believes these facts.
What Jesus said was that the work of
God is to put your faith in Christ. This
is not a meritorious work you do, but it
is the work of God in you that trans-
forms you. 

This belief that is necessary to
please God and to have your name
found in the Book of Life so that you
escape the final judgment, includes
trusting in Christ for what He has done
for you. Just after Jesus told those
inquirers about the work of God, which
is faith in Christ, Jesus also said this: 

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread
of life; he who comes to Me shall
not hunger, and he who believes in
Me shall never thirst. But I said to
you, that you have seen Me, and
yet do not believe. All that the
Father gives Me shall come to Me,
and the one who comes to Me I will
certainly not cast out.” (John
6:35-37)

You must come to Christ and trust Him
as the One who has everything you
need. Many who personally saw Jesus do
many miracles did not believe on Him.
Those whom he was talking to in John
6 had seen Him multiply bread miracu-
lously and walk on water. Yet they
refused to believe Him when He taught
them that He was the only way to God.
Consider what He said to these same
people: “For this is the will of My Father,
that everyone who beholds the Son and
believes in Him, may have eternal life; and
I Myself will raise him up on the last day”
(John 6:40).

PAYING THE PENALTY

So Jesus taught that you can have eter-
nal life and have assurance that you will
participate in the final resurrection to

spend eternity in heaven with Jesus and
all the saints. There is important con-
tent about this faith you must have that
the Roman Catholic church likely has
never told you. Their own Scriptures
teach that Jesus Christ paid the penalty
for all sins for sinners who trust Him,
once for all. It is the once for all that
your church has failed to inform you
about. You likely feel like Jesus has to be
sacrificed over and over again in the
Mass, and that you must participate or
your sins can never be forgiven. Please
let me share some Bible verses with you
about this matter so you can judge for
yourself what Jesus and His personal
disciples taught.

Saint Peter explained the purpose
of Jesus’ death, “For Christ also died for
sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in
order that He might bring us to God”
(1Peter 3:18a). Since Jesus was sinless,
He died for our sins, not His. That He
died “once for all,” means that the pay-
ment He made to God for sins was suf-
ficient payment for any and all sins. No
further sacrifice would ever be neces-
sary. When we speak of the blood of
Jesus, we are speaking of his laid down
life, and the literal blood shed when He
was crucified. That one act satisfied
God’s holy and just requirements for
payment for sins. “Once for all” means
that it never needs to be or will be
repeated. We need to trust His once for
all payment for our sins rather than
trust human works. All religious works
are worthless if they are not done out of
faith in Christ’s finished work. Saint
Paul wrote, “whatever is not from faith is
sin” (Romans 14:23b).

Peter also told that Jesus’ “once for
all” death for sins is for the purpose of
“bringing us to God.” It is Jesus who
brings us to God. Those who put their
faith in Jesus and Him alone, He will
bring to heaven so that we might be in
the presence of God. Jesus Himself said,
“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and receive you to Myself;
that where I am, there you may be also”
(John 14:3). After Jesus died for sins,
He was raised from the dead on the
third day. After appearing to His disci-
ples He bodily ascended into heaven.
The apostles of Christ had been told to

be comforted, because He was making a
place for them there. Jesus then made a
very strong statement, “Jesus said to him,
‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father, but through
Me’” (John 14:6). Jesus and Jesus alone
can bring us to the Father, and give us a
place in Heaven. 

THE MEDIATOR

God brings us into a relationship with
Himself when we come to Jesus Christ
by faith and believe that He paid the
penalty, once for all. This means that we
repent (turn away from trusting our
selves or anything other than God) and
believe (trust fully in the resurrected
Christ). Those who repent and believe
are saved from the wrath of God. Saint
John wrote about this, “He who believes
in the Son has eternal life; but he who does
not obey the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God abides on him” (John
3:36). God’s wrath against sin was
averted by the blood of Jesus. The Bible
tells us about how Jesus made a better
sacrifice than the Old Testament animal
sacrifices:

And not through the blood of goats
and calves, but through His own
blood, He entered the holy place
once for all, having obtained eter-
nal redemption.  For if the blood of
goats and bulls and the ashes of a
heifer sprinkling those who have
been defiled, sanctify for the
cleansing of the flesh, how much
more will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered
Himself without blemish to God,
cleanse your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God?
(Hebrews 9:12-14)

Jesus cleanses us not just by an external
covering of sin, but He cleanses us from
the inside out. He does a work of grace
in our hearts and minds. When our con-
science is defiled because we know we
have sinned, doing a few good deeds will
not cleanse it. If we trust Jesus’ finished
work, He will fully cleanse our con-
science, making us forgiven and clean.

The next verse in the book of
Hebrews after the one just quoted calls

2JJ AA NN UU AA RR YY // FF EE BB RR UU AA RR YY 22 00 00 33 I s s u e  N u m b e r  7 4




